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Lumbini Pillar Edict Translation:
"20 years after his coronation,
King Piyadassi, Beloved of the
Gods, visited this spot in person
and worshipped at this place
because here Buddha Sakyamuni
was born. He caused to make a
stone (capital) representing a
horse and he caused this stone
pillar to be erected. Because the
Buddha was born here, he made
the village of Lumbini free from
taxes and subject to pay only one-
eighth of the produce as land
revenue instead of the.usual rate.
Photo by Bro. Chan, Nov. 2009




dlsmantled for archaenlmglcal
excavations in 1992 to locate the
brick shrine built by King Asoka
to worship the exact spot where,
the Buddha was born. '
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Exact spot where the Buddha was born is not located at the Asokan pillar but
inside this new temple built over the remains of the old Maya Devi temple,
which was excavated in 1992. In the foreground is the Puskarni pond where
Maya Devi washed herself before giving birth. Photo by Bro. Chan, Nov 2009
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‘Inside the new templa iIsa .-
HeRE ) [N v:rooden walk;va:y forhpllgrlm
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..W.U The historical womb- shaped
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= the exact spot where Maya
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Marker stone shaped like a womb, which was placed on top of
a brick shrine built by King Asoka in 249 BC to worship the very
spot where the Buddha was born-Photo-by-Nglb-K-Nov. 20(;16
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Rums of Kapllavatthu is located at Tﬂaurak
27km west of Lumbini. Here one can still see

the s.te—cHheEéW :it’fmwm;gthe

Photo by Ng S K, Nov 2006 |



This site in Kudan is believed to be the
Nigrodharama (Banyan Grove) that King
Suddhodana offered to the Buddha when
he visited Kapilavatthu. It was here that
Ven. Rahula was ordained when he came

to ask for his inheritance from the Buddha.
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The road from Bhairawa to Ramagama passes the scenic Rohini River that separates the
kingdoms of Sakyans and Koliyans. Both tribes nearly fought over its water rights but the
Buddha wtervened to solve their dispute. In the background are the foothills of Himalayas.
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- Ramagama in Nawal Parasi District in southéri Nepal was the
capital of the Koliyan kingdom: A 10-metre high stupa, believed
to be one of the original eight relic stupas stands undisturbed to
this-day. Legend has itsthat a naga (serpent) guards this stupa.

Photo by Bro. Chan
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e The'Kihabodhi Temple in g

&% Buddhagaya is the most

I\ hallowed place on earth to
all Buddhists who come
from all over the world to
pay homage under its
sacred Bodhi tree where
Lord Buddha attained
Supreme Enlightenment §
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The Mahabodh1 T emple 1S undoubtably the most exquislte lookmg

temple in Buddhagaya as shown here illuminated by floodlights.
Photo by Tony Quah 26/NOV /2007
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Bodhi Tree under which the Buddha ;ﬁtlon the eve of Enwl.it% ment.

[n 1876, the old decayins tree fell down during a stoifl T he present
tree is a sapling from it planted by Cunningham. Photo by Bro. Ci%am
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Dﬁmurﬁd T Ee n whicht 'E‘ha‘satwhen he attained Enllghtenment
+ He sat f@l | ar‘ﬁ/s he Iéﬁ) Photo by Bro. Chan, Nov 2005
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Buddha spéﬁ' hewlst week 1r rigd;t‘atio
underthe Boi(ﬂ tree experiencing the'bliss of Arahantshi}p:.
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Photo by Ng S K, Nov 2006
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The Buddha spent™ ~ 4
the 3rd week in |, "o £9a

walking meditatio.rj_._‘if%" . I ,.
along a cloister ~ fi

] e

Ca"ed uCankam%} } | | ’

beside the Bodhigfia,
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The Budﬂﬁa*spent‘fhe 4th w in*’théﬂatanagarha (Jewelled house) reflecting on the .
. Abhidhamma. As he cuntemplaled on its deep.and profound doctrine, there arose great
rapture In hIS Ommsclent n'llﬂl;l“‘WhIGh caused the. bﬂdy tﬂ ‘emitirays of varigus colours.

- Photo Ey"an:} Chan, Nov 2009




The ﬂuddha spent the 5th week at the Ajapala
Nigrﬁha tree (Goatherd's Banyan). The site is
located at the bottom of the staircase as one

enters the Mahabodhi Temple in Buddhagaya. Photo by Teny-Quai
. 27/NOV/2007 am
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Buddﬁﬁa spent the 6th week meditating at the Mucsﬁindé
tree. At that time a great storm arose and the serpent king %
of the lake, Mucalinda protected the Buddha by coiling e

round his body using its hood to cover the _B'ud-dhaisj_hﬁﬁa; Lﬁy""auah
= | | O 26/NOV /2007 *
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Buddha spent the 7th week at the
Rajayatana tree where 2 meiGhant °
brothers, Tapussa and Bhallika:of
him honey and rice cakes. After that
they took the Two Refuges by reciting®
"Buddham Saranam Gacchami;
Dhammam Saranam Gacchami.”




Prior to Enlightenment, the Bodhisatta was staying at a thickly forested
area near Dhongra hill. Tradition says that he lived in a cave now called
Dungeswari where he underwent painful and profitless self-mortification

for 6 years. Photo by Bro. Cheng C H, Nov 2002







As a result of his 6-year long austerity At this point, the Bodhisatta realized the
practices that included extreme fasting, futility of the path of self mortification and
his body reached a state of extreme decided to PHTS]%?'ﬂ%ﬁMddle Path.
emaciation. Because of eating so little,

his belly skin adhered to his backbone

so that if he touched his belly skin, he

encountered his backbone.

Fasting Siddhartha 2nd-3rd century AD,
84 x 93cm, Sikri (Mardan) Lahore Museum







Built by King Asoka, Sujata Stupa in Bakraur village commemorates
the offering of milk rice by the lady Sujata to the Bodhisatta prior to
his Enlightenment. SRS Photo by Bro. Chan, Nov 2005
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This flat area of exposed rock at Gayasisa is believed to be the site where

the Buddha preached the Fire Sermon to 1000 matted hair ascetics led by
the Kassapa brothers. The place is located half-way up Brahmayoni Hill
which can be seen on the left side of the old road from Bodhgaya to Gaya.

Photo by Bro. Chan, Nov 2009
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e upa is the first monument to be seen as one enters Sarnath. It is
elieved to mark the spot where the Buddha stood to let the Five Ascetics see
him before entering Deer Park. The octagonal tower was built on top of the stupa
by the Moghul king Akbar Khan in 1588 AD. Photo by Bro. Chan, Nov 2005
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Dhammarajika Stupa built by King Asoka is believed to be the site of the
First Sermon. Today only the base remains after it was pulled down in
1794 by Jagat Singh, mayor of Benares, who looted its bricks for building
houses. Inside, workmen found a casket containing Buddha's ashes which
were thrown into the Ganges by Jagat Singh. Photo by Ng S K, Nov 2006.
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Ruins of the Mulagandhakutl or Maﬁn Shrme eheve fe he & e_ 'nf the ﬁrst kuti
used by the Buddhg: 'On the Ieﬁ is aW@iavilion where a: 2—m hrgh Askoa plllar stands.

The original pillar Was 15 métres I’ﬂgh and surmn'EInte’ti by the famous Lion Capital
of Sarnath, whichis now lndla s'national emplem. Phnto by Bre. Chan, Nov 20{19 .
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F_Mulagandhakuti shrine, site of first temple in Sarnath. According to Dhammapada
Commentary, as soon as the rich man Nandiya donated the temple to Buddha, a
mansion arose in heaven to await him due to his gooc! kamma.
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Photo by Ng S K, Nov 2006



Dhamekh Stupa at 44 m tall by 29 m diameter is the most imposing structure in

Sarnath. It was first built by King Asoka & during Gupta period, the lower portion
was encased in stone with beautiful carvings. The stupa is believed to mark the
site where Buddha preached the second sermon, the Discourse on Non-self.

Photo by Bro. Chan, Nov 2009




Pancayatana (5-D8S88) shrine | is k8 leved o be the site where, |
converted the rich man Yasa. Wi
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